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1 FiM. v. 13: 


Let the Elders that rule well, be counted 
worthy of double Honour; eſpecially they 
who labour in the Word and Doctrine. 


HE Greek Word which fignifies Elders 
may be likewiſe rendered Presbyters ; 
and the Order of Presbyter being al- 
ways antecedent to that of Biſhop; and, 
as the Leſſer, contained in it, and predicated of it; 
and the Name itſelf implying Age, and from thence 
ſometimes denoting likewiſe Dignity of Office ; it has 
been often uſed promiſcuouſly — Biſhop itſelf: which 
has produced great Diſputes, whether the Church 
was antiently governed by Biſhops or Presbyters. 


But that there was not only a Difference of Ho- 
nour, but of Power likewiſe; and that Biſhops were 
not merely as Preſidents of Aſſemblies, but acted 
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likewiſe as Rulers of the Clergy ; and could not only 
receive an Accuſation, but puniſh the Crime ; and 
were in veſted with a ſeparate Authority over the 
inferior Orders of the Church ; and had their parti- 
cular Offices in it of a higher Nature ; and were a 
diftinft Order of the Church; and that the Church 
Was governed by them, and always had three — 
Orders in it; has been often maintained and defended 
by all the great Champions for Epiſcopacy. Therefore 
I ſhall not enter into the Field of Controverſy, but 
conſider the Text in that View, which St. Paul him- 
ſelf propoſes to us in theſe Epiſtles : From the Tenor 
of which we may obſerve, that he endeavours only 
to point out to us the ſeveral Duties belonging to the 

Clergy, and give us Rules how we ſhould | 

the Holy Function, and what Sort of Behaviour and 


Manner of Life is ſuitable to every Station of it, from 


the lowelt Office of a Deacon to the Good Work of 
a Biſhop. And as theſe Epiſtles were addreſſed to 
Timothy, who was a Biſhop in the Church of Fphe- 


ſus ; ſo we may obſerve, that St. Paul recommends 


his Advice to him, under the Charafer of a Good 
Biſhop : that he might form himſelf upon that Model, 
and learn the Work of a good Biſhop from the very 
Deſcription of it. 
And we cannot but take Notice, that St. Pau] fills 


up the Character of a Biſhop, with ſeveral kinds of 


Engaging Virtues, which are chiefly adapted to en- 
courage Mankind to a Nearer Approach and a Greater 
4 Familiarity 


=. 
Familiarity with their Spiritual Governours. And 
therefore He affirms, that a Biſhop muſt be Sober, 
of Good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, Patient, 
Meek. Theſe are Virtues of the Social kind, which 
muſt give him a Better Reception among Men, and 
make his Juriſdiction leſs Terrible, and his Word 
and Doctrine more Prevailing. . 


This leads me to obſerve to you the two Great 
Branches of the Epiſcopal Office, which ſhews itſelf in 
Ruling awell, 3 Labouring conſtantly in the Word 
and Doctrine. For which Reaſon St. Paul tells us in 
another place, that a Biſhop ſhould be Apt to Teach, 
and Rule well his own Houſe, having his Children 
in Subjection, with all Gravity. The Firſt of which 
two Qualifications ſuppoſes him . skilful in all Wiſ- 
dom, and verſed in Knowledge and Godly Science, 
for the teaching of others: and the latter, from the 
previous Government of His Houle, preſumes him 
fitted, in ſome meaſure, for Eccleſiaſtical Authority; 
and, by the Alluſion, ſeems to tell him, that it 
ſhou d certainly reſemble That in a Family, which 
governs Sons, and is always ſoftened with a Father- 
ly Affection. Wherefore from the Wiſe and Judicious 
Exerciſe of Theſe two diſtinct Branches of the Epiſ- 
copal Function, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that Bi- 
ſhops ought to be counted Worthy of Double Honour. 


Firſt, With Regard to their Juriſdiction, as they 
that Rule avell. 


Secondly, 


[6] 


 S&ondly, With Reſpet to Their inflru@ting 
| Others ; as They that labour in the Word and 
Doctrine. | Set 


Fut, I ſhall ſhew why Biſhops ought to be Ho- 
noured, with Regard to their Juriſdiction. | 


Every Sort of Lawful Power and Juriſdiction was 
certainly deſigned for Good Government. And if we 
conſider Good Government in a General View, we 
ſhall find it of great Benefit and Advantage to All 
Mankind : It is This that removeth Vaoknce and 
Sport, and taketh auay Exattions from the People: 
It is This that maketh our Bleſſings our Own, and ſe- | 
cures to us our Field and our Vineyard. For, however 
Great our private Foftunes may be, yet they fre- 
quently take their Happineſs or Miſery from the 
Government itſelf, under which we live: And the 
Influence of it extends to All the Subjects of the 
Land ; It is as a Tree, which ſpreadeth out its 
Branches to all the Corners of the Earth ; and the 
Beaſts of the Field have a Shadow under it. 


And as Men have received a Shelter and Pro- 
tection from Good Government; ſo they have gene- 
rally made their Acknowledgments of it in the Grate- 
ful Returns of Duty and Honour. Therefore when 
Joh went ont to the Gate through the City, and 


Pre- 


1 
prepared bis Judgment Seat in the Street; the Young 


Meu ſaw him, and bid themſelves ; the Aged aroſe, 
and ſtood up; the Princes refrained talking ; and 
the Nobles held their Tangue. Fram which Paſſage 
we may plainly learn, That the Young and the 
Aged, the Princes and the Nobles, gave Honour and 
Reverence to the Perſon of the Ruler, eſpecially One 
that was cloathed with Rightequſueſs, and whoſe 
Judgment aas as a Robe and a Diadem. 


And This Honour ſeems due to every Good Ru- 


ler in general, becauſe it is a Teſtimony of his Wil- 


dom and Goodneſs in Ruling well, and ſometimes 


the Only Return we can make him. And when it 


flows from: the Hearts of a People Truly. ſenſible 


of their own Happineſs, it quickens the Deſigns of a 


Good Ruler, and gives Joy and: Comfort to all his 
Labours. And as it is a Reward to the Ruler, ſo 
it likewiſe tends to the further Benefit of Thoſe that 
are ruled; becauſe the Paſſions of a Generous Mind 


are eaſily provoked by the Praiſes of others, to a Nat 5 
T ve 


Imitation of the like Virtues; and we may obſerve, 
that it operates ſtrongly on the Wills and Affections 
of Voung People; who are preſently warmed with 
any viſible Marks of Honour. 


Since Government therefore is ſo Beneficial, that 
there is a General Honour due to Eyery wiſe and 
prudent Manager of it : I ſhall ſpeak particularly 
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with relation to thoſe that Govern the Church ; and 


ſhew what Honour is due to Them from the prudent 


Exerciſe of their Juriſdiction, which gives Them the 


Opportunity of Ruling well. 


I ſhall not preſume in this Place to aſcertain the 
Bounds of Ecdeſiaſtical Power. The Neceſſity of 
Laws ſuitable to Every Sort of Government, the 
Authority given by Scripture, the Example of the 
== in exerciſing Their Power, the Commiſſion to 
Titus for ſetting in Order the Things in Crete, the 


Canons made by General Councils, the'Receiving of 


Them into the Practice of our Common Law, and the al- 
lowing of them by the Famous Statute of Henry VIII. 
till they are review'd, and likewiſe the Canons and 
Conſtitutions made and confirmed in our Own Synods, 
are ſufficient Grounds for Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, and 
perfectly warrant the Authority of it. Therefore I ſhall 
only conſider the Right Uſe and Application of This 
Power ; and ſhew what Honour is due to the Ruler, 
for exerting it in ſuch a Judicious Way, as ſhall an- 


ſwer the Great End and Purpoſe for which it was 


deſigned. | 


This Juriſdiction may be divided into a Coercive 
Power, and an Ordering Power ; each of which is 
attributed to Biſhops by St. Pau/; who authorizes 
Timothy to take an Accuſation againſt an Elder, 
before Tavo or Three Witneſſes ; and likewiſe = 

. aus 
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Titus in Crete, to ſet in Order the things that qvore 
wanting, and Ordain Elders in every Civ. 

Wherefore I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Honour which 
ariſes from a prudent Adminiſtration of the Coercive 
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Whatever Honour is due to the Civil Magiſtrate 
for puniſhing Vice and reſtraining Sin; is likewiſe 
due, in its Proportion, to the Church Ruler; who not 
only puniſhes Sin, but endeavours to prevent the 
ſpreading of it, by cutting off a Familiarity with the 
Sinner. I have written unto you, ſays St. Paul to 
the Corinthians, not to keep Company, if any Man 
that is called a Brother, be a Formcator, or Covetous, 
or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an 
Extortioner ; with ſuch a one, No Not to Eat. 


| This is eſteemed not ſo much a Cautionary Advice, 


as an Eccleſiaſtical Puniſhment : And we may obſerve, 


that it reaches ſome of the Sins of the Mind, which 
are not puniſhable by any Human Law, or Magi- 
ſtrate. And whereas thoſe that are under the general 
kinds of Civil Puniſhments, may freely converſe with 
Friend or Brother ; and are not, by Law, reſtrained 
from others, as evi] Doers ; the Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
{ure tells us, with ſuch not to keep Company; and 
likewiſe reſtrains us from eating our Bread with 
the Railer or the Drunkard ; [ef any Sort of Fami- 
liarity with them ſhould communicate the like Vice, 


B and 
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and corrupt the Good Manners of Others. And we 
may further ſee. how the good Ruler endeavours to 
work the intended Reformation, by diſcountenancing 
the Sinner, and forbidding any Converſation with 
him, and leaving him alone in a melancholy Shame : 
which Puniſhment, to a Generous Mind, is more 
afflicting than the Magiſtrate's Rod, which is always 
ready for the Back of fools. N 


Wie cannot deny, but that the Puniſhment of Ex- 
communication is very Terrible, as cutting off a 
Member from the Rady of Chriſt. But a good 
Ruler will lay it up as a Weapon of War, which 
ſhould only be drawn on ſome great Occaſion. 
For, whenever any other Puniſſiment is provided by 
the Laws, or kinder Methods can be uſed; the 
Church Governor will decline applying the Severity 
of Excommunication to leſſer Faults; nor will he go 
on to weaken its Authority, by the frequent Uſe and 
Exerciſe of it; but as it is a Spiritual Puniſhment, 
he will chiefly apply it to ſuch Crimes, as are merely 
Spiritual; not without an Uneaſineſs to himſelf, for 
the Neceſſity of enforcing it; not without ſome pre- 
vious Endeavours uſed 6 him, for reclaiming the 
Sinner; and not without a Charitable Deſign of 
keeping others from the . like Sin : therefore he will 
not reject a Heretic, till after the firſt and ſecond 
Admonition ; nor will he deliver Hymenzus and 
Alexander unto Satan, unlefs it be, that they, and 
others, may learn from thence not to blaſpheme. 


The 
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The due Support of this Authority does likewiſe 
require a greater Degree of Sanctity and Virtue in 
the Perſon that adminiſters it; for, Eccleſiaſtieal 
Governors are ſcarcely allowed the natural Paſſions, 
and Common Failures of Other Men. Any Blemiſh 
in their Lives, any little Spot in their Characters, is 
preſently charged upon the Office itſelf, and always 
applied for leſſening the Power and Authority of it. 
Wherefore, the vigorous Exerciſe of Authority by any 
Ruler, implies a Conſciouſneſs of his own Upright- 
neſs, and certainly beſpeaks an Innocent Heart, 
which neither fears Reproach, nor Envy. This leads 
me to conſider the ſeveral Qualifications which are 
neceſſary for a Church-Ruler, and which are always 
attended with Honour. | . 


Firſt, It is neceſſary that the Rulers of the Church 
ſhould have a thorough Knowledge of the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Laws. | 9 


The Knowledge of the Laws is ſo requiſite in Civil 
Affairs, that the Kings of Iſrael, when they ſat on 
their Thrones, were commanded to have a Copy of 
the Law in a Bool before them, that they might 
not turn afide from the Commandment, to the right 
Hand, nor to the left. And the Reaſon of this 
Command holds good in Eccleſiaſtical Government; 
which has its Scripture, its Rules of Law, its Canons 
and Decrees, to direct the Courſe and Progreſs of it. 
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This will keep the Ruler himſelf from turning aſide 


to the right Hand, or to the let; and will be 
likewiſe a Great Benefit to all Thoſe that are go- 
verned by him ; For, whenever' the Law is the Rule 
of Government, the Duty required is certainl 
known, the Rule and Meaſure of acting is fixed, 
and the Ruler himſelf does nothing more than give 
a Life and Vigour to it. 5 


And we may from hence infer, that Thoſe are 
Good Governors of the Church, who are well 
skilled in all the Laws and Canons of it, and are 
themſelves directed by them. | 


Secondly, It is neceſſary for ruling well, that we 
rule with great Steadineſs and Courage. An unſteady 
Ruler always leſſens his own Authority ; and a fear- 


ful Ruler can ſeldom be honeſt. For, ſuch will 


bonour the Face of the Mighty, and yield to the 
Preſſing Importunities of the Great ; by which 
Means he will ſacken the Law, and looſen the 
Bands and' Cords of Diſcipline : But a Good Ruler is 
as Bold as a Lion, whrch turneth not out of the Path 
for any. - Wherefore a fix d and ſteady Reſolution of 


keeping to the Law, and enforcing a conſtant and uni- 


form Obedience to it, is neceſſary in every Sort of 
Rulers; for, it had been of little Ad vantage to the 
State, that the Laws of the Medes and Perſians 
were unalterable; unleſs the Rulers, that put them 


1 


in Practice, had ſhewed themſelves unalterable 
cog © lf | | 


It is another Qualification of a Good Ruler, that 
he ſhou'd govern the People without Favour, without 
Partiality ; he muſt neither reſpe& the Poor nor the 
Rich, the Friend nor the Enemy ; for the Law itſelf 
knows no private Diſtinction, no private Paſſion, 
no private Intereſt ; it has neither Father, nor Mo- 
ther, nor Friend, nor Brother : He therefore that 
would Rule Well, ſhould not be partial in the 
Law, but act with a free unbiaſſed Mind, and ſeem 
to forget his Own People and his Fathers Houſe. 
This will make his Authority Great, and Deciſions 
Weighty. For, although we may innocently diſtin- 
ouiſh our Friends by our private Favours; yet we 
muſt remember, that there is a Juſtice always due to 
our greateſt Enemies. | 


Moderation likewiſe is another Qualification al- 
ways Neceſlary for Ruling well ; not That which 
feeks an Applauſe by remitting the Common Diſci- 
pline of the Church; but a certain Freedom from 
Pride and Anger, which are very Unbecoming the Ma- 
jeſty of a Ruler, and always Enemies to Wiſdom and 
Diſcretion : Therefore a Biſhop, according to St. Pal, 
thould be Meek and Patient, and always ſhew a 
Good Behawour, and treat kis Inferiors with ſo much 
Civility, as to let them know, that they are ander 
the Law, but full as Free. Beſides, he ſhould 

never 


never abuſe his Power by making it the Inſtrument 
> of Wrath and Perſecution ; nor ſhould he rule 
die Flock with Cruelty, but rather with the Spirit 
f Poser and Eove. For God ordained him for 
. gentle Sway, and it ſeems implied in the milder 
Names of Father and Shepherd. 
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Under this particular Qualification of a good Gover- 
nor, I cannot but take Notice of the Abuſe of Power 

in che. Popiſh Inquiſition; which the good Rulers of 
un of England will always deteſt, as wholly 
inconſiſtent with the Meekneſs and Tenderneſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion; which ſpeaks Joy, and Peace, 
and Comfort to all Men; and conſtantly endeavours 
to reclaim the Sinner by the milder Calls of Mercy 
and Repentance. And we may obſerve, that the 
Kind and Mexciful Author of it, did not call for Fire 
from Heaven, but gently reproved the Furious Spirit 
and Miſtaken Zeal of the two Apoſtles; and in the 
Courſe of his Miniſtry deſtroyed nothing, but the 
barren Fig- Tree. From this Example we may cer- 
tainly learn, that Kindneſs and Tenderneſs are the 
furefi Methods of gaining the Proſelyte, and con- 
vincing the Heretic, who will not be burnt into a 
Belief; but may perhaps be inſtructed with Meek- 
neſs, and yield to the kind and gentle Light of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he ariſes with nothing 
but Healing in his Wings. 
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This Moderation towards thoſe that diſſent from 
us, is at this Time the diſtinguiſhing Honour of our 
Church ; which uſes no other Force, but that of 
Perſuaſion ; and chooſes rather to Hild up, than to 
deſtroy. And if ſome Offenders are ſo unfortunate as 
to fall under the Cenſures of it; yet the Rulers ſeem 
to bear a Part in their very Grief, and, after the pro- 
per Marks of Repentance, are always ready to reſtore 
them again in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and enjoy a 
Pleaſure in reconciling the Penitents to the good Opi- 
nion and Love of their Brethren ; and ſeem to imitate 
the Example of St. Paul, whoſe kind Behaviour towards 
the Corinthians, is a fine Inſtance of this great Tender- 
neſs and Moderation in a Church Ruler: I determined 
this with myſelf, ſays this kind Apoſtle, that I would 
not come again to you in Heavineſs ; for if I make 
you ſorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but 
the ſame which is made ſorry by me? and I wrote 
this ſame unto you, leſt when I came, I fhould have 
Sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; Having 
Confidence in you all, that my Foy is the Joy of you 
all. For, out of much Aﬀlittion and Anguiſb of Heart, 
I wrote unto you with many Tears; not that you ſhould 
be grieved, but that ye might know the Love which 
T have more abundantly unto you. But if any haue 
cauſed Grief, he hath not grieved me, but in Part; 
T hat I may not overcharge you all. Sufficient to ſuch 
a Man is this Puniſhment, which avas inflifted of 
many: ſo that contrariwiſe ye ought rather to forgive 
him, and comfort him, left perhaps ſuch a one ſhould 
he 


| [ 16 ] 


be ſwallowed up with over-much Sorrow, Where» 
fore I beſeech you, that you Would confirm your Love 
towards him: For to whom ye forgive any Thing, I 
forgive alſo. r 


Hlaving thus conſidered the Coercive Power, and 
ſhewed the Qualities requiſite for it ; I ſhall briefly 
conſider the Power of Ordering, and ſhew wherein 


a Good Ruler ought to be Loved and Honoured 
for it. 


The Care of Ordering fit and proper Perſons for 
the Miniſtry, is wholly entruſted to the Wiſdom of 
the Biſhops ; and the True and Faithful Diſcharge 
of it deſerves the greateſt Honour and Applaule. 
Nothing but this Care and Circumſpection in the firſt 
Admiſſion, can reſtore the Prieſthood to its former 
Dignity. For, whatever we may think of the ſullen 
Diſſenter, or the buſy Mocker ; yet there is No Ene- 
my of the Church ſo hurtful, as a Wicked Miniſter ; 
nor any Jeſt ſo Severe, as the Weak Arguments of a 
Fooliſh one. And therefore, we ſhou'd honour the 
Rulers of the Church for admitting the Good, the 
Virtuous, and the Learned ; and we ſhou'd pay them 
likewiſe the ſame Honour for rejecting the Imprudent, 
the Immoral, and the Ignorant; and for laying 


Hands ſuddenly on no Man. 


And this Strictneſs does not terminate in the Bare 
Choice of proper Perſons to be ſent into the Vine- 


yard, 
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d, but is carried on to a future Inſpection over 
their Morals, and a further Knowledge of their Man- 
ner of Life, their Purpoſe and their Faith; for, the 
good Shepherd knoweth his Sheep; and, indeed, ge 
maketh it his Conſtant Care, that the Clergy ſerve 


with great Diligence in their Appointed Courſes, and 
are Sober and Vigilant, and of Good Behaviour. 


This is a general Benefit to a Nation; and the 
Credit of a Learned and Regular Clergy will Natu- 
rally aſcend to the Biſhop himſelf, who will be 
Lovely in the Beaury of his Flock, and always ho- 
noured in their Honour. For we may ſuppoſe, that 
Titus was bighly 2 in Crete, not only for 
ſetting in order the Things that avere wanting, 


but likewiſe for ordaining Good Elders in every 
City. ; | 


T he ſetting in order the Things that are want = 
ing, is Another Part of the Ordering Power; and is 
always made an Article of Enquiry at the Biſhop's 
Viſitation. And if David, who was a mighty 
King in Iſrael, thought it no Diminution of His 
Majeſty, to take care of the-Service of the Taber- 
nacle, and order thoſe that ſhou'd propheſy with 
Harps, and give T hanks to the Lord with Pſalte- 
ries and with Cymbals; Surely, thoſe Rulers of the 
Church deſerve a Great Degree of Honour, who take 
care of the Houſes of God, and the Decency of His 
Service; and make it one of their Neareſt ens, 

| C that 
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that there may be Honour and Worſhip before 
Him, and Strength and Beauty in all His San- 


Cuaries. 


It is This, that makes the Worſhip itſelf more So- 
lemn, and always raiſes, in Pious Minds, a ſecret Ho- 
nour for Thoſe that take care, that it ſhall be per- 
formed in the Beauty of Holineſs. For when we 
ſee a large Dioceſe well regulated, and become, as 
ir were, one Great and Uniform Family, where 
every Perſon acts in his Station with Decency and 

Order, and every Houſe of God is Beautiful; we 
naturally reverence the Good Ruler, who forms and 
directs the whole Scheme, and in every Part ſees 
that it is Good, and beſtows a Fatherly Bleſſing 
upon It. \ 


HFaving thus ſhewed what Honour is due to Ec- 

cleſiaſtical Governours for Ruling well, I ſhall proceed 
to the Second Part of my Diſcourſe, and briefly 
ſhew, that they _—_ to be honoured for Inſtruct- 
ing others, as thoſe that Jabour in the Word and 


Doctrine. 


St. Paul ſeems to lay a particular Force and 
Weight on the Word Labour; as if the Honour 
which was paid to the Elder, was not only a Re- 
ward of paſt Labours, but likewiſe an Engagement 
to a future Activity, and required a Diligence ſuita- 
ble to the Greatneſs of the Honour conferred. * 

there 


1 

there can be no True Honour without a Proportio- 
nate Degree of Labour; for, whenever a Man ceaſes 
from his Labour, thro any Slothfulneſs or Indolence 
of Temper, and gives himſelf up to Slumberings on 
the Couch; the Honour which is paid him is 
nothing more than that Falſe Worſhip which is 

aid to an Idol; which bears, indeed, the Reſem- 
rot of a Man, but without Life, without Speech, 
without Motion : and therefore the Language of the 
Prophet Zechary is very Expreſſive, when he re- 
proves the Negligent Prieſt under the Name of the 
Idol Shepherd, and denounces a terrible Puniſhment 
againſt him. Wo! ſays he, to the Idol Shepherd 
that leaveth bis Flock; the Sword ſhall be upon his 
Arm, and upon his Right Eye: His Arm ſhall be 
clean dried up, and his Right Eye ſhall be utterly 
darkened. 


And if a ſlothful Inactivity in a Preacher of the 
Word, ſhall be thus puniſhed with a Withered Arm 
and a darkened Eye; ſurely the Labours of a dili- 
gent Shepherd will be attended with ſome Sort of 
Honour, which will be as viſible as the Puniſhment 
of the Idle ones: For, a certain Joy and Gladneſs 
of Heart, ariſing from a Faithful Diſcharge of his 
Duty, will conſtantly ſhine with Brightneſs in his 
Eye; and his Hand will be like the Diligent Man's, 
which beareth Rule. 
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Since therefore, thoſe that are in the Higheſt Sta- 
tions of the Church are obliged to ſome Labour ; 
St. Paul ſeems to point out to us What it ſbou'd be, 
by attributing Honour to thoſe that Jabour in the 
Word and Doctrine: And he ſeems likewiſe, in the 
Words of the Text, to give a certain Preference to 
It, as that which wou'd form Right Minds in all 


the People, and make the —_— Juriſdiction itſelf 
more Prevailing, or leſs Needful. N 


By thus labouring in the Word and Doctrine, ct. 


Pau means, that they ſhould not only inculcate the 


Moral Duties of Life; but likewiſe Explain the Par- 
ticular Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith, and defend the 
great Myſteries of Godlineſs. Therefore, among other 
Doctrines which Timothy was ordered to command and 
teach, are contained theſe great Points; T hat God was 
mani 7 in the Fleſh ; juſtified in the Spirit; * of 
Angels ; preached unto the Gentiles ; believed on in 
the World ; received up into Glory. This is the Form 
of Sound Doctrine ; Theſe are the great Truths of 
the Goſpel; and when they are e by the 
Holy and Reverend Fathers of the Church, with Un- 
corruptneſs, and Soundneſs of Speech ; and with an 
awful Gravity, and Plainneſs of Behaviour; and as 
of Sincerity, and as of God; they will make a deep 
Impreſſion on the Hearers, and create a Reverence 


for the Preachers Themſelves, becauſe they ſpeak as 
the Oracles of God. 


And 


f | 


And this Labour in its Proper Seaſon, is more 
particularly required from the Governors of the 
Church, becauſe it receives a great Aſſiſtance from 
their very Characters: The Greatneſs of their Office 
creates an Attention in the Meaneſt Hearer; the 
Sanctity of their Perſons, gives a Weight and Autho- 
rity to all their Doctrines; and they appear to their 
Hearers under the Advantages of greater Wiſdom, 
longer Experience, and greater Learning; and 
therefore ſuch will be honoured by the People, and 
always held in great Reputation ; eſpecially if they 
teach with Mecekneſs, and don't . to have a 
Dominion over Their Faith, but rather inſtruct Them 
as Helpers of Their Joy. 


But granting that they do not All ſpeak with the 
Tongue of Angels, nor always preach in the Power of 
Demonſtration ; yet if they labour conſtantly and Pru- 
dently in private Reproofs, Exhortations, and Admo- 
nitions z even That will have its due Advantages, and 
be rewarded with its proper Honours : Therefore ſays 
St. Paul, We beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 
awhich labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh-you ; and to eſteem them very 


highly m Love, for their Works ſake. 


And, if labouring in the Word is highly eſteem- 
ed, when it only intends a Private Advantage, and 
reforms an Error, or conveys Comfort to a Troubled 
| Spir it 3 


2 ] 
Spirit, How much more ought it to be reverenced, 
when it aims at the Publick Good of a Nation, and 
inſtructs the Hearers in Leſſons of Loyalty, and 
forms the ho" 2 to a willing Obedience, and im- 
proves the Deſires of a Loyal Heart, and ſtrengthens 
the Ties and Bands of Government. And here I may 
_ obſerve, that if it be an Honour to a Civil Magi- 
ſtrate to procure a ready Obedience to his Laws ; 
chat Obedience perhaps received a Greater Willing- 
neſs from thoſe Diſpoſitions, which were firſt in- 
ſtilled by the Tongue of the Preacher: For the 
People are ready to receive their Law from his Lips, 
and it has a powerful Influence on their Minds, al- 
tho it be but a Line or a Precept, a Little here and 
a Little there. | 


This is ſuch a ſenſible Benefit, that Kings have 
appointed great Dignities and Diſtinctions of Ho- 
 nour for ſuch as have laboured in the Word and 
Doctrine; and whilſt they go on to ſupport their 
Labours with a Steady, Loyal, Upright Heart; they 
will be honoured by the Prince and the People, and 
efteemed in Love for their Works ſake. And let us, 
like Duriful Sons of the Church, acknowledge their 
Labours, and pay them thoſe particular Honours, which 
are due to every Branch of their Pomer; let us hear 
them, and reverence them, as our Teachers in the 
Lord; let us cheerfully obey them, as our Spiritual 
Governours ; let us Jove them, and honour them, 
as our Spiritual Fathers; and let us endeayour 

make 


C29 3 
make their Names as ſweet and delightful as the 
precious Ointment; and when they are exerciſin 
their Holy Office, jet us think chem then As Great —— 
as Lovely, as Simon the High Prieſt, the Son of Onias; 
awho was honoured in the midſt of the People, at 
His coming out of the Sanctuary; and was as a 
Morning Star in the mi 37 of a " Chet: and as the 
2 at Full; and as the Sun ſhinmg upon the 

mple of the Ms oft High : for when he put on the 
Rabe of Honour, he wwas cloathed with the Porfecti- 
on of Glory; and when he went up to the Holy Altar, 
he made the Garment of en Hopourabl. 
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